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Colossians 1:15-20

 Last week, the time and place the church began, the 
church's Founder and Foundation, and the law by which the
church is governed.

 Mat. 16:18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it.”

 Eph. 1:22-23 “the church, which is His body,”  also Col. 
1:18-24.

 Eph. 4:4 “There is one body”, the church!
 If the church Jesus built can be identified from the Bible, it 

must be reproduced, for it is as unique in nature and 
mission as the Lord who bought it (Acts 20:28).

The Terms by Which She Is Described
 Not given a proper name by inspiration.
 The church – Acts 11:22.
 The church of the Lord – Acts 20:28.
 The church of God – 1 Cor. 1:2.
 The temple of God – 1 Cor. 3:16-17.
 The body of Christ – 1 Cor. 12:27.
 The bride of Christ – 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 21:9.
 The house of God, the church of the living God, the pillar 

and ground of the truth – 1 Tim. 3:15.
 The churches of Christ – Rom. 16:16.

Her Organization
 Christ is "head" – Eph. 1:22-23.
 No earthly ruling head or overseeing organization – God 

established that each local congregation be completely 
autonomous, or self-governing.  

 Elders/Overseers/Shepherds – Acts 14:23; 20:17, 28-31; 1 
Tim. 3:1-7, Tit. 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:1-4.

 Deacons – 1 Tim. 3:8-13; Phi. 1:1.

 Evangelists/Preachers – Eph. 4:11; Acts 21:8; 1 Tim. 2:7; 2 
Tim. 4:2, 5.

 Teachers – Eph. 4:11; 2 Tim. 2:2; Tit. 2:3-5; Jas. 3:1.
 Other members – Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Pet. 4:11 (also includes 

all the above).
 All were associated with a local congregation.

Her Manner of Its Worship
 The Lord's Supper – Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-26).
 Giving – 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:9.
 Prayer – Acts 2:42; 1 Tim. 2:1, 8.
 Preaching and Bible study – Acts 2:42; 20:7.
 Congregational singing – Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16.
 The worship of the church is distinctive, simple, and easy 

to reproduce under any conditions.
 Worship is always Christ centered and directed towards 

pleasing God – never towards satisfying man!

Decision...
 The New Testament reveals the nature of the church in the 

terms by which it is described.
 Christ is the Head – the church has no earthly ruling head 

or overseeing organization.
 The worship of the church is distinctive, simple, and easy 

to reproduce under any conditions.
 The church Jesus built can be identified from the Bible, so 

it must be reproduced, for it is as unique as the Lord who 
bought it (Acts 20:28).

 We know the church of Christ's choice, what's yours?

Only a thorough study of the O.T and N.T. can reveal the true
church that Jesus built, and to which thousands became members

in the first century A.D.



It's Terms of Membership
 Hear the gospel (Rom. 10:14-17).
 Believe the gospel (Jn. 8:24; Heb. 11:6).
 Repent of sins (Lk. 13:3; Acts 17:30).
 Confess Christ (Rom. 10:10; Acts 8:37).
 Baptized into Christ (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27).
 God adds the forgiven to the kingdom of Christ (Col. 1:13-

14)

It's Membership Identified
Disciples – 
Christians – 
Brethren (brothers and sisters) – 
Saints – 
Priests – A holy and royal priesthood – 
Servants of Christ – 
Children of God – 
The saved – 
The Redeemed – 

It’s Mission
 Make known the manifold wisdom of God
 Evangelism – Eph. 3:10; Acts 13:1-3; Acts 8:1-4; 1 The. 

1:8.
 Edification – 1 Cor. 14:12; 2 Cor. 12:19; Eph. 4:16, 29.
 Benevolence – Gal. 6:10; Rom. 12:13; 15:25-27; 2 Cor. 

9:6:11; 2 Cor. 8:1-4).

 Citing the Oxford World Christian Encyclopedia (1982): 
". . . a projected 22,190 by 1985 . . . The present net 
increase is 270 denominations each year (five new ones a 
week)." (pages 15-18).

 “As defined here, world Christianity consists of 6 major 
ecclesiastico-cultural blocs, divided into 300 major 
ecclesiastical traditions, composed of over 33,000 distinct 
denominations in 238 countries...” (World Christian 
Encyclopedia, 2001. Barrett et al, volume 1, page 16, Table 
1-5, emphasis added)

 At current rates of increase, there should be 260,000 
denominations in the next century... When you can get 72 
varieties of mustard in the supermarket, choice is accepted. 
There is no known counter force visible in our culture 
which would work against increased varieties in Christian 
approaches.  (“The Next One Thousand Years Of 
Christianity,” Kevin Kelly, emphasis added)

*Some other identifying terms:
 The "church of the first-born" (Heb.12:23)
 The "family" of God (Eph. 3:15)
 The "flock" of God (1 Pet. 5:2)
 The "fold" of Christ (Jn.10:16)
 The "general assembly" (Heb. 12:23)
 "God's building" (1 Cor. 3:9)
 "God's husbandry" (1 Cor. 3:9)
 "God's heritage" (1 Pet. 5:2)
 The "habitation of God" (Eph. 2:22)
 The "heavenly Jerusalem" (Gal.4:26)
 The "house" of Christ (Heb. 3:6)
 The "house hold of God" (Eph. 2:19)
 The "new Jerusalem" (Rev. 21:2)
 A "spiritual house" (1 Pet.2:5)


